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Opening remarks of the United Cities and Local Government (UCLG) and 
the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) President, Cllr 
Mpho Parks Tau, at the Ubuntu Event, Barcelona, Spain 

 

Thursday 14th February 2019 
 
 
Dear Mayors,  
Dear colleagues of the Global Taskforce,  
Dear colleagues and friends, and 
Dear UCLG UBUNTU members, 
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
Welcome to our local DAVOS, welcome to the kitchen of the worldwide 
movement of local and regional governments.  
 
I would like to start by thanking the members of the Global Taskforce that are 
here with us today. Our movement is growing stronger and every single 
organisation is playing its part. 
 
Thank you dear Advisors, we are entrusting a big responsibility to you but also, 
we hope, a very beautiful one.  
 
We need you to inspire us.  
 
You need to help us see the bigger priorities beyond our day-to-day work in our 
cities, towns, villages and associations. Your inputs need to help us think out of 
the box but also to be more focused.  
 
Working together, we need to find the determination to pursue the bigger aims 
through specific local action.  
 
The next phase of our movement is not only about being listened to but also about 
listening. Listening to civil society, to the youth, to professionals, to the 
entrepreneurs, and of course, listening to you, the thinkers, who are offering us 
fresh, knowledgeable advice. 
  
One of the themes of this Retreat, and dare I say, of our World Organization going 
forward, is that only through our joint strength will we be able to be an organisation 
helpful to our members, an organisation committed to localisation, and an 
organisation that can navigate the international system showing how localisation 
a platform of advisors can help us showcase why localisation is key for global 
development. 
 
I believe that there is no better place for the UBUNTU initiative to spread its wings 
than here, today, in our Retreat.   
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Our Policy debate taking place today will allow us to showcase how local and 
regional governments can be partners in fighting for local democracy around the 
globe.  
 
I am confident in the capacities of our advisors to inspire the discussions taking 
place here today, and provide us with valuable tools to grow into our role as 
partners for transformation, and bring about the changes that we want to see. 
 

Local and regional governments are not only committed to achieve the agendas, 

but we have a key role in development, and are key actors in our own right in 

regards to their accomplishment. 

This is why, dear colleagues, the debate taking place today is of key importance: 
we know our role, but we need to take the first step towards making ourselves 
understood in the international system, to fully emphasize the importance of 
localising the Sustainable Development Goals, and to no longer be an 
afterthought when it comes the joint implementation of the global agendas. 
 
I thank you.  
 
 


